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Upcoming Dates: 
 

Dec. 2 –  Spirit Day – Camo vs Plaid 
Dec. 5 –  School Council – 6 p.m. 
Dec. 6— National Day of Remembrance 

and Action on Violence Against 
Women 

Dec. 20 –  Holiday Dinner  
Dec. 21 –  Treasure Sale 
Dec. 21— Yule/Winter Solstice (may be 

observed Dec. 19-23) 
Dec. 22 –  Holiday Dinner (snow date) 
Dec. 23 –  Spirit Day – Festive Wear Day 
Dec. 23 –  Treasure Sale (snow date) 
Dec. 24— Christmas Eve 
Dec. 24 –  Jan. 8 – Holiday Break  
Dec. 25— Christmas 
Dec. 26— Boxing Day 
Jan. 1, 2023 –  Happy New Year 
Jan. 9, 2023 – Return to school 

Wyevale Central 
 School Hours 

2022-2023 
 

  9:10  Start time  
  9:10-10:50 Period 1 & 2 
 10:50-11:10 Outdoor 
11:10-11:30 Nutrition Break 
11:30– 1:30 Period 3 & 4 
  1:10-1:30 Outdoor 
  1:30-1:50 Nutrition Break 
  1:50-3:30 Period 5 & 6  
   3:30  Dismissal 

Dear WCPS Families, 

 

It is hard to believe that it is already December!  At Wyevale Central, 
December is a busy month, filled with holiday festivities as our 
students plan and prepare for activities to celebrate the season.  We 
have planned a few spirit days, our Holiday Dinner will be returning, 
and students will shop our Treasure Sale once again.  This would 
not be possible without the effort of our school council members and 
staff who have taken on these initiatives.   

One event which highlights the generosity of our community is the 
Elmvale and District Food Bank’s Annual Holiday Campaign.  As we 
have in past holiday seasons, we are supporting this campaign and 
would like to highlight for families that our school will be accepting 
non-perishable food this year. Please know that your donations will 
stay in our community and support our families.  More information 
about how we are participating will be outlined in our BRINGO game 
information.  

While student achievement continues to be a focus for our staff, we 
are equally focused on the well-being of our students. As we 
wrapped up our Bullying Awareness Week, our students participated 
in our Kind Words Activity.  Each student was provided with a pink 
heart to write a kind word or two and spread kindness across our 
school.   Our kind words are posted in the hall to display the 
collective contribution each student made in keeping kindness at the 
forefront of our day at WCPS! They will act as a positive visual 
beyond the week to reinforce the importance of positive behaviour.  

As we head into December, as parents, we all know how busy our 
days will become. Our holiday break will arrive before we all know 
it!  The final day of school is Friday, December 23rd.  I would like to 
wish everyone a safe and happy winter break. Take some time to 
enjoy family and friends and we will see you in the new year on 
Monday, January 9th!  

 

Mr. Ealey 

  

Character attribute for the month of 
December is  

 

EMPATHY 
 

“We strive to understand and  
appreciate the feelings and actions of 

others.” 
 

More information about  character education 
can be found here:  

www.scdsb.on.ca/about/character_education 

http://www.scdsb.on.ca/about/character_education


 
 

 

 

BRINGO! 
 

We are happy to support the local food bank again this year by doing our BRINGO food 
drive.    Students are invited to bring in food donations for the food drive.  For every 5 food items 
brought in, students will be given a BRINGO card (just like a bingo card). When a class brings in 
25+ items, they get a class card.  During the month of December, BRINGO numbers will be called 
on the announcements each day.  When a student gets a line on their card, they can take it up to 
the office for a prize.  The first class to get a full class card, wins a pizza party.   

 
High school information events for Grade 8 students 

 

Is your child starting Grade 9 next year? High school information events will take place in-person 
this winter! Student leaders and staff at the school will give an overview of what’s new and what to 
expect. Learn about courses offered, as well as information about teams and clubs. Please visit the 
SCDSB website to find details on your high schools’ info night, and contact the school directly for 
more information. 

 

Grade 1 French Immersion information 
 

The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) offers French Immersion (FI) at select schools 
throughout Simcoe County beginning in Grade 1. The goal of the FI program is to enable students 
to communicate in French with a high level of proficiency, enabling them to function with ease in 
both French and English. Upon graduation from the program, students will communicate in French 
with confidence in a wide variety of real-life situations.  
 
The SCDSB board-wide electronic applications for the Grade 1 FI program for all sites will 
open Thursday, Dec. 1 at 9 a.m. and close at 4 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 16.   Entry into the FI pro-
gram is determined through a digitally randomized lottery system. 
 

 

Adult English as a second language program  
 

Looking to improve your English skills? Join our adult English as a second language (ESL) classes 
to improve your listening and speaking skills through class discussions and presentations. Develop 
your English skills to advance in your current job or open the door to new employment opportuni-
ties. Learn more about your local community and explore Canadian culture and history. Adult ESL 
classes are offered year-round with a continuous intake. To register for the program, please contact 
the Barrie Learning Centre at 705-725-8360 ext. 45151, or email ganderson@scdsb.on.ca. 
 

*Please note all students starting ESL for the first time must be assessed prior to starting the class. Fees 
apply for visitors to Canada and work/study permit holders. 
 

Early learning and child development 
 

How is your infant, toddler or preschool child developing?  Is your child meeting their milestones? 
Age-appropriate speech and language skills are critical to your child’s ability to read, write and be 
successful in school as well as to their ability to engage with their peers. Free services are available 
to support you with your child’s development.  Preschool speech and language programs are locat-
ed across the County of Simcoe.  Call 705-739-5696 or 1-800-675-1979 to complete a develop-
mental screen. The earlier we work together, the better! 
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Reminder about sledding safety at school  
 

Student safety is our first priority, and although we do allow ‘crazy carpets’ and soft sleds at our school, we 
do not allow hard sleds, two-person sleds or snow racers. We do supervise sledding and we remind students 
of safety rules on a regular basis. Our students will sled using the hill on the township property adjacent to 
our school property.  
 
We want to inform parents that if students are sledding at school, Ophea recommends that they should wear 
a properly fitted (as per manufacturer's guidelines) and properly worn CSA-approved hockey helmet or snow 
sport helmet certified by a recognized safety standards association. If you send a sled and helmet (optional) 
for use while at school, you are giving permission for your child to take part in this activity.  
 
Please note that we have a class set of crazy carpets that may be used for Daily Physical Activity (DPA) or 
physical education classes. If you have any questions, please contact the school. 
 

Gay/Straight Alliance (GSA) at Wyevale Central 
 

At Wyevale Central, we are always striving to reflect all voices, perspectives and experiences. We are excit-
ed to share the start of an inclusive group that supports 2S-LGBTQAIP+ individuals and their allies. The GSA 
in our school is known as the Equality Club  and is open to any students and staff that want to work towards 
raising awareness and acceptance of all individuals.   Students and staff work together to ensure our school 
community is welcoming and promotes equality for all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book Fair Update: Thank you for your generous support during our recent Scho-
lastic Book Fair. We surpassed our previous record with $4,500 in sales! This 
translates into $1,200 in cash and books for our school! A huge thanks also goes 
to all of the library helpers who were instrumental in making the book fair such a 
great success. Thank you one and all! 
 

eBooks: If you are looking for something to read over the holidays, don’t forget about the access we have to 
eBooks.  
 

Sora: Sora houses the SCDSB eBook collection. The collection continues to grow with thousands of titles 
available; anything from eBooks to audiobooks to magazines. You can access via https://soraapp.com or by 
downloading the free Sora app on your mobile device. Make sure to select Simcoe County District School 
Board when it asks for school and log in with your board email address and password.  

 

Tumblebooks: We have access to two components of Tumblebooks:  
1) The Tumblebook Library (K-5) User Name: simcoe; Password: books  
2) Teen Book Cloud (6-12) User Name: simcoe; Password: reads  
 

You can access either of these in your web browser via www.tumblebooks.com or by downloading their re-
spective mobile apps - Tumblebooks and TumbleBookCloud. 
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Join us! A learning series for parents/guardians  

with Pine River Institute 
 
 

Mental health and well-being continues to be a key strategic priority within the SCDSB. We are 
pleased to continue our partnership with the Centre for Family Initiatives at Pine River Institute 
(CFI@PRI) to provide several curated learning sessions focused on student mental health and well-
being to SCDSB families, staff and within the SCDSB’s broader school communities.  
 
There are five webinars in the learning series specifically planned for parents, guardians and other 
caregivers during this school year.   
                 
            Dec. 8, 2022                   How to Manage Another’s Anxiety 
            Feb. 9, 2023                   Guide to Attuned Limit Setting 
            March 2, 2023                Emotional Regulation for Kids and Adults 
            April 27, 2023                 The Biology of Stress 
 

We hope you save these dates in your calendar and join us for these learning opportunities. For 
more information and to register, please visit the SCDSB website: https://bit.ly/3jGaC74. 
 

Pine River Institute is a live-in treatment centre and outdoor leadership experience for youth aged 
13 to 19 struggling with addictive behaviours and often other mental health issues. Combining   
therapy with a fully-accredited education program, PRI reinforces the healthy life skills required for 
a successful future. CFI@PRI extends PRI’s knowledge, experience and evidence-informed treat-
ment approach to families and care providers in the community to support youth mental wellness 
and prevent the need for more intensive interventions.  Learn more about PRI by visiting their web-
site at www.pineriverinstitute.com. 

 

Ontario Ministry of Education tutoring services 

 

The Ontario Ministry of Education is supporting tutoring services in schools and in the community 
until the end of March 2023. Schools offering after school tutoring services will advertise this ser-
vice directly to parents/guardians. Community tutoring agencies provide free of charge tutoring to 
Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) students after hours in the community and online. 
Contact information for community tutoring agencies can be found at www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/
tutoring_programs. Tutoring is available to all SCDSB students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 
12. The SCDSB is also seeking members of the community to act as tutors in our schools during 
the school day.  All candidates must apply through Apply to Education Posting #3361243.         
Candidates are required to be interviewed by SCDSB administration, provide professional refer-
ences and complete a Vulnerable Sector Screen through their local police service.  

For more information, please email tutoring@scdsb.on.ca. 
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School playground structures are closed for the winter 

 

Every winter, school playground structures are closed. Students are made aware of this during 
school hours through announcements and staff reminders during breaks. This may not be well 
known throughout the community, despite signs indicating that playground structures are a winter 
hazard and are closed. The Canadian Standards Association regulations make recommendations 
for the depth of ground cover required to minimize injuries (e.g., sand, pea gravel or wood 
chips). These surfaces cannot be maintained when the ground freezes. Injuries from falling would 
be more significant on frozen ground. We strongly recommend that you do not allow your children to 
play on any structures while the ground is frozen. 

Support your child’s mathematics learning at home 

Looking for ways to support your child in their math learning at home?   The Ministry of Education 
has a page with ideas on how to support your child and make math part of your day-to-day routine. 
There are general routines and grade-level ideas to explore. Learn more: www.ontario.ca/page/
support-your-childs-math-learning.  

Right to Read inquiry report 

 
Beginning in 2019, the Ontario Human Rights Commission conducted a public inquiry into human 
rights issues that affect students with reading disabilities in Ontario’s public education system. The 
report (www.ohrc.on.ca/en/right-to-read-inquiry-report-), released this past spring, issued 157      
recommendations. Among these recommendations is the need for an updated language curriculum 
that includes explicit, systematic, and direct instruction in foundational reading skills, including    
phonemic awareness, phonics and decoding, and word reading proficiency.   The Simcoe County 
District School Board is committed to shifting our instructional practices to align with these  recom-
mendations.  
 
What does this mean for my child? Primary educators are shifting from using leveled texts as they 
encourage reliance on guessing strategies to solve unknown words. Instead, educators are begin-
ning to use a scope and sequence to systematically teach phonemic awareness and phonics. Stu-
dents may apply the phonics skills they have learned by reading ‘decodable’ or ‘phonetically con-
trolled’ texts. As a result, educators are moving away from using PM Benchmarks and moving to-
wards assessments that measure foundational reading skills. To support your child at home, the fol-
lowing documents provide activities that may help foster these foundational skills: 
 
Phonological awareness activities for families 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mrSSU-HhNzjSRv6_CKiJBue32B-n6ggy/view?usp=sharing  
 
Supporting reading development at home 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12jf50KLLzZP9q82HN-w39jrHFgYElf45/view?usp=sharing 
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The season of giving 

 

December marks the season of giving and is a great time to teach your little ones about the bene-
fits of giving back to their community and others. Many people think the only way to help their com-
munity or support their favourite charitable cause is with a financial donation – think again! While 
financial donations are integral to non-profits, there are many other ways that you and your family 
can give back, make a difference in your community, and have fun – all at the same time! 
 
Here are three ways your family can make a difference this giving season: 
 

• Volunteer as a family—Volunteering is a great way to teach kids about empathy and com-
passion. It shows them that a simple act can make a big difference, and helps them practice 
valuable life skills. Start small, like spending an hour helping a neighbour, and work your way 
up to bigger commitments, like going to a shelter or animal rescue once a week. Some fami-
lies pick a favourite project and make it a yearly tradition, like filling gift baskets for seniors 
around the holidays. You’re never too young to help others! 

 
• Get crafty for a cause—A fun way to get the whole family involved is to make arts and crafts 

to share with others. Many retirement homes and long-term care homes collect handmade 
cards, drawings, and crafts from the community to share with seniors during the holidays. This 
is a fun activity that lets kids be creative, and brings great joy to those receiving the hand-
made items. 

 
• Give old clothes or toys a second life—Have your kids outgrown any of the items they 

used to love? Consider giving gently worn clothing or used toys a second life by donating 
them to a local nonprofit. Many shelters that support struggling families, refugees, or immi-
grants rely on clothing and toy donations. Have your family collect any items they want to   
donate, and explain to your little ones that their once loved items will be going to a new home 
to bring joy to other children that need it. Basic items that many of us take for granted can 
make a huge difference in a person’s life. 

 
 

Local charities, like the YMCA of Simcoe/Muskoka, run on the generous support of individuals 
and families like yours. If you’d like to learn more about the ways you can give back to the 
YMCA, visit www.ymcaofsimcoemuskoka.ca. No matter how you decide to give back to your 
community, you and your family can feel good knowing you are making a positive difference in 
the lives of others. Your giving changes lives! 

 
Content provided by the YMCA of Simcoe/Muskoka 

 

 

http://www.ymcaofsimcoemuskoka.ca

